The  Patriotic  League 

AN    INTERPRETATION    FOR  LEADERS 


The  Patriotic  League  is  not  a  separate  or- 
ganization. It  provides  the  patriotic  part  of 
the  program  of  any  organized  group  and  may 
be  used  by  any  organization  or  group  of  in- 
dividuals which  wishes  to  promote  it.  The  only 
activities  of  the  Patriotic  League  are  service  ac- 
tivities. This  is  not  sufficient  to  hold  a  group 
of  girls.  Most  of  them  need  and  want  an  all 
round  club  program  in  which  the  service  pro- 
gram of  the  Patriotic  League  has  a  definite  part. 
The  Patriotic  League  is  not  a  substitute  for  con- 
structive club  work  but  should  be  a  part  of  it. 
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The  Patriotic  League 


I  pledge  to  express  my  patriotism 

By  doing  better  than  ever  before  what- 
'     ever  work  I  have  to  do; 

By  rendering  whatever  special  service  I 
can  to  my  community  and  country; 

By  living  up  to  the  highest  standards 
of  character  and  honor  and  helping 
others  to  do  the  same. 


HE  success  of  the  Patriotic  League 
rests  with  the  leaders  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  groups  of  Patriotic  League 
members.    If  every  leader  can  make 
membership  in  the  Patriotic  League  a  growing 
reality  in  the.  lives  of  the  girls  in  her  group, 
then  the  Patriotic  League  will  have  fulfilled  its 
purpose  of  helping  the  girls  of  this  country 
to  be  finer  than  ever  during  these  days  of  strain. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  one  leader  fails  to  pass 
on   to   the  members   in   her    group   the  vital 
meaning  of  the  Patriotic  League  then,  indirectly, 
she  has  hurt  all  League  members  everywhere,  for 
she  has  demonstrated  that  the  League  may,  under 
casual  guidance,  become  a  superficial  thing. 
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The  general  impression  of  the  Patriotic 
League  will  be  moulded  by  the  attitude  and  con- 
duct of  the  individual  members  of  the  League. 
Therefore  care  must  be  taken  to  enlist  as  members 
only  those  who  will  sincerely  try  to  fulfill  all  that 
is  implied  in  the  pledge  of  membership. 

There  are  many  leagues  and  clubs  with  sub- 
stantial patriotism  as  their  aim.  Each  organiza- 
tion which  through  its  own  channels  promotes  such 
a  league  is  valuable  for  the  reason  that  its 
resources  enable  it  to  reach  people  who  otherwise 
might  not  be  touched.  Remember  that  there  is 
not  rivalry  or  competition  among  such  leagues ; 
we  are  all  hoping  for  the  same  fine  end  and  work- 
ing toward  it  side  by  side. 

The  Pledge 

In  this  time  of  war  the  whole 
I  Pledge  to  country  is  bound  together  by  one 
Express  my  great  aim  and  every  man  and 
Patriotism        woman  in  the  nation  is  called 

upon  to  assume  some  share  in 
the  task  before  us.  We  may  feel  that  our  share  is 
very  small  but  just  as  even  the  smallest  bolt  and 
screw  is  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  an  engine  so 
each  of  us  has  a  real  responsibility.  The  homes 
must  be  kept,  the  babies  taken  care  of,  the  clothes 
made  and  the  food  cooked.    This  has  always  been 
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called  woman's  work,  but  besides  this  we  must 
take  a  large  part  in  carrying  on  the  industries  of 
the  nation ;  doing  not  only  our  own  share  that  we 
have  always  done  but  also  that  of  the  men  who 
are  called  to  the  front.  In  a  very  real  sense  the 
burden  and  the  outcome  of  this  war  are  in  the 
hands  of  women.  To  carry  our  work  well  to  the 
end  will  be  true  patriotism. 

Everyone  of  us  today  will 

By  Doing  Better  see  our  work  as  a  means  of 
Than  Ever  Be-  service.  To  do  our  work  well 
fore  Whatever  we  must  keep  ourselves  fit  in 
Work  I  Have  body,  mind  and  spirit.  We 
To  Do  must  try  to  live  normal,  well- 

balanced  lives  in  order  to  in- 
crease our  worth.  We  must  square  our  shoulders 
and  not  be  swept  off  our  feet  by  the  necessity  for 
temporary  ad j  ustments.  Our  f riends  and  our 
communities  may  need  us  more  one  year  from  now 
than  they  do  now. 

We  must  try  hard  to  think  sanely  about  our 
work — let  us  look  at  our  hours  of  recreation  and 
rest,  and  our  wholesome  meals  as  essentials  in  be- 
coming the  right  kind  of  citizens.  Let  us  build  up 
our  health  in  order  that  with  strong  bodies,  calm 
minds  and  confident,  prayerful  spirits  we  may 
measure  up  to  the  privileges  and  responsibilities 
of  American  girls  and  women  at  this  time. 
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If  our  work  is  in  the  home  we 
The  Girl  in  must  help  to  plan  the  kind  of 
the  Home  household  which  will  best  fit  into 
the  conservation  scheme  of  the 
Government,  we  must  act  in  accordance  with  what 
will  mean  the  greatest  good  for  all.  We  will  be 
careful  of  our  orders  at  the  grocers,  the  bakers, 
the  butchers;  we  will  watch  the  consumption  of 
fuel,  light  and  water,  and  above  all  we  will  be  gen- 
erous in  sharing  the  hospitality  of  our  homes  with 
those  who  are  themselves  away  from  home. 

The  keenness  of  our  minds 
The  Girl  in  and  the  skill  of  our  hands  are 
Business  and  contributions  to  the  real  power  of 
in  Industry  the  nation.  We  must  realize 
that  we  help  to  make  America  a 
great  industrial  nation,  and  today  only  an  indus- 
trial nation  can  make  war,  since  without  the  great 
industries  which  stand  back  of  it,  our  army  would 
be  useless.  We  are  all  working  together  in  the 
common  purpose  of  making  America  take  her 
rightful  place  in  this  world  struggle. 

We  must  each  stick  to  the  job  that  we  are 
trained  to  do ;  we  must  get  the  most  out  of  every 
hour.  We  must  handle  our  tools  carefully  |  and 
care  for  them  in  such  a  way  that  they  may  give 
their  best  service.    We  must  make  our  work  just 

6 


as  perfect  as  we  can  make  it.  All  the  work  that 
we  do  is  made  worth  doing  as  we  realize  that  the 
commonest  duties  faithfully  performed  are  very 
definite  expressions  of  patriotism. 

We  have  a  long  road  stretching 
The  Girl  in  before  us — -even  if  the  war  is 
School  short  there  are  the  years  of  re- 

construction to  follow.  Those 
of  us,  who  are  still  in  school  must  realize  that  we 
are  preparing  for  future  work.  We  know  that 
women  will  have  new  opportunities  and  new 
responsibilities.  Body  and  mind  must  be  trained 
for  the  greatest  usefulness.  We  must  put  our 
best  into  school  and  college  now — we  must  mak^ 
every  effort  to  complete  our  preparation  for  fu- 
ture work. 

There  are  some  of  us  whose 
By  Rendering  daily  work  is  so  taxing  that 
Whatever  there  is  no  time  for  special 

Special  service.    In  such  cases  mem- 

Se^ei.Can       bership  in  the  League  does 

at  1  his  1  lme  ..'mi 

jyj  not   require   it.     lhe  main 

Community  value, of  this  second  clause  in 

and  Country        the  League  pledge  is  the  ele- 
ment of  positive  patriotic  serj 
v^ce  which  it  adds  to  the  other  elements  of  commoi^ 
duty  dignified  and  honor  upheld. 
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Some  of  us  have  whole  days,  all  of  us  have 
hours  which  we  can  use  as  we  like.  In  this  crisis 
we  cannot  look  upon  our  free  time  as  entirely  our 
own — as  citizens  we  owe  a  debt  to  our  country  and 
we  must  regard  the  generous  giving  of  our  time  as 
an  expression  of  patriotism — gladly  and  eagerly 
we  must  render  faithful  service  when  and  where  we 
are  most  needed,  realizing  that  our  sacrifices  are 
small  in  the  face  of  sacrifices  that  others  are  ren- 
dering during  these  days  of  war. 

As  our  million  men  go  into  military  training 
women  will  be  needed  in  the  factories,  in  the  shops 
and  on  the  farms  to  carry  on  the  work  the  men 
have  left.  Women  who  have  never  worked  before 
will  be  called  upon  to  serve  in  the  places  for 
which  their  training  and  abilities  best  fit  them. 
To  begrudge  the  time  and  moral  effort  required  in 
preparation  for  this  service  is  to  take  lightly  the 
privilege  of  sharing  a  nation's  destiny. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  special  service 
may  be  rendered.  One  hundred  and  forty-three 
women's  societies  in  the  United  States  have  offered 
their  resources  to  help  the  country  at  this  time. 
It  is  certain  that  through  the  agency  of  one  of 
these  every  woman  may  be  able  to  contribute 
something  definite. 
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Some  of  the  Patriotic  League  groups  have  in- 
corporated the  following  patriotic  activities  in 
their  program : 

Forming  canning  clubs. 
Supplying  comfort  kits  for  soldiers. 
Making  garments  for  children  in  Belgium  and  France. 
Distributing  coin  Boxes  for  Armenian  and  Syrian 
Relief. 

Adopting  a  French  orphan:  $2.00  to  $3.00  a  month. 
Securing  of  literature  and  other  comforts  for  the  men. 
Aiding  financially  in   the   reconstruction   work  in 
Belgium. 

Giving  testaments  to  some  of  the  companies  leaving 
for  the  front. 

Collecting  of  clothing  and  Red  Cross  supplies  from 
those  who  have  done  work  at  home. 

A  "waste  box"  may  be  kept  for  the  Red  Cross  in 
which  money  goes  which  otherwise  would  go  for  luxuries. 

The  price  of  a  summer  frock  will  buy  a  bed  in  a  hospital. 
Fifty  oents  will  buy  an  anaesthetic  for  an  operation  at  the  front. 
Three  dollars  will  buy  antitoxin  sufficient  to  save  a  man's  life. 
Twenty  dollars  will  keep  eight  prisoners  of  war  for  one  month. 

Sewing  for  the  Red  Cross. 
Classes  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing. 
Caring  for  the  families  of  men  who  are  in  camp  or  at 
the  front  (particularly  helping  in  the  day  nurseries.) 
Knitting  for  the  U.  S.  Navy  League. 
Making  surgical  dressings. 

Forming  of  prayer  circles  in  behalf  of  our  soldiers, 
and  sailors,  our  national  honor  and  the  war-emergency  work. 
(This  is  the  central  feature  of  the  League  of  Honor  which 
has  meant  much  to  the  girls  of  the  British  Empire  in 
England,  Australia,  South  Africa,  India  and  Canada.) 

For  further  information  apply  to  Junior  War  Work 
Council. 
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We  must  try  to  live  normal 
By  Living  up  lives  and  consetve  every  fine 
to  the  Highest  ideal  *  we  are  td  rise  above 
Standards  of  the  strain  of  war  and  war 
Character  and  conditions.  We  must  be  true 
Honor,  and  by  to  the  things  which  we  believe 
Helping  Others  are  right  and  courageous  in 
to  do  the  Same    living  that  truth.    We  must 

be  pure  and  ready  to 
strengthen  that  purity  by  all  the  reserve  and  dig- 
nity which  high  ideals  demand.  We  must  be 
thoughtful  of  the  welfare  of  others  and  prove  this 
thoughtfulness  by  helping  to  see  that  burdens  are 
not  laid  too  heavily  upon  girls  in  offices  and  fac- 
tories, by  helping  to  see  that  every  woman  has  a 
chance  to  live  her  life  and  keep  physically  and 
morally  strong.  We  must  help  to  make  immi- 
grant women  feel  that  all  in  America  must  be 
Americans  at  heart  and  that  we  seek  a  common 
good.  We  must  throw  the  weight  of  our  influence 
into  the  balance  for  honor  in  personal  and  social 
life.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  fulfill  the  high  com- 
mission laid  upon  us,  only  in  this  way  can  we  be 
worthy  members  of  the  Patriotic  League. 

We  cannot  live  for  ourselves  alone ;  our  influ- 
ence, conscious  or  unconscious,  flows  out  in  cir- 
cles wider  than  we  dream.  Extravagance  in  dress, 
conspicuousness  in  behaviour,  means  lowering  not 
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only  our  own  standards  but  sometimes  the  lowering 
of  someone's  else. 


For  the  sake  of  the  men  who  represent  the 
manhood  of  the  nation  at  arms;  for  the  sake  of 
our  influence  on  younger  girls  and  girls  who  may 
never  have  been  taught  these  things,  we  must  show 
at  all  times  and  under  all  conditions  the  kind  of 
womanliness  that  helps  everyone  to  live  up  to  his 
and  her  best. 

What  has  been  called  the  "lure  of  the  khaki" 
is  but  an  expression  on  the  part  of  girls  of  their 
admiration  for  the  spirit  of  men  who  are  willing  to 
give  their  lives  in  defense  of  their  country.  This 
admiration  is  only  right,  but  the  valuable  quality 
in  the  admiration  is  the  quality  which  will  help 
men  in  khaki  to  respect  and  dignify  their  own 
uniforms. 

Some  girls  need  to  be  reminded  that  a  uniform 
and  the  glory  of  patriotism  does  not  free  them 
from  the  usual  ideals  of  good  manners  and  self- 
respect;  some  girls  need  to  realize  that  they  pos- 
sess powers  of  inspiration  which  can  make  patrio- 
tism mean  a  new  thing  to  their  friends.  You  with 
broader  vision  can  help  them  to  believe  that  they 
have  a  beautiful  thing  to  offer  to  the  soldiers  sta- 
tioned near  them,  that  is,  a  sincere  friendliness,  a 
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wholesome  comradeship  founded  on  mutual  respect 
which  will  make  the  men  finer  for  having  been 
quartered  there. 

Every  girl  that  is  helped  to  live  up  to  the  level 
of  her  best  is  of  untold  value  to  the  future  of  our 
country.  This  is  woman's  day  and  woman's  hour, 
and  we  have  the  chance  to  mould  the  future  as  we 
will. 


Buttons,  pledge  and  registration  cards  (five  cents  per 
set — two  dollars  per  hundred)  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Junior  War  Work  Council,  600  Lexington  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 
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